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ADVERTISEMENT. 


80 many and ſo good anſwers have already 
appeared to Dr. Price's Pamphlet, that the Au- 

thor of the following had a great inclination to 
ſuppreſs his z but being perſuaded by ſome of 

his friends that ſome particulars had not yet been 4 
generally known, it was thought it might ſtill 
be of uſe to the Publick to let it be printed, 
whoſe ſervice he is always freely diſpoſed 0 * 
mote to the utmoſt of his power. 
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The Author's abſence from the Preſs, occaſioned the 
following Errata to eſcape the notice of the Printer. 


In the laſt Page of the Dedication, line iſt, for and 
read yet. 
Page 9, line 4, for claimed read chained, 
Page To, line 22, dele with. 
Page 14, line 26, for trade read favour. 


Page 19, line 1, for rein/flate read reſtrain. 
Idem. laſt line, for do read to. 
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DEDICATION 


To the REvEREND Mr. HENLEY. 


DAR SIR, 


| A S I look upon you to be a ſincere lo- 


ver of civil and religious Liberty, as well 


as an able and ſtrenuous advocate for 
them, and one who, for his attachment to 
them, and for his loyalty, has been a con- 
fiderable fellow ſufferer with many cthers 
of our fellow ſubjects in America, as well 
as at home, by the rebellion now raging 
there with moſt deſtructive violence to all 
loyal ſubjects; I have taken the liberty to 
addreſs this Pamphlet to you, as a very good 
judge of the facts therein ſtated, and of 
the reaſonings deduced from the principles 
therein maintained, as well as a token of 


my friendſhip for you. 


Put I have till a reaſon of much higher 
importance, becauſe the Publick 1s greatly 
concerned 
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concerned i in the truth of it, and of which 
you are a very competent witneſs, viz. that 
I. was aſſured by the gentleman from whom 
I had received the information mentioned 


in the cloſe of this letter; that he himſelf 


applied to ſome of the leading men in the 


Congreſs the day before they ſet out for 


Philadelphia in May laſt, with the hope of 
prevailing on them to procure from that 


Aſſembly the offer of a certain revenue; 


adding it as his opinion, though without 
any authority, that he did not doubt but 
that if even 100, ooo l. only were then pro- 
poſed, the Miniſtry would accept it, and 
put am end to all armaments preparing 
againſt them. To this, the only anſwer” 
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he could receive was, that they were fully 
perſuaded that they ſhould never be able to 
procure. any thing from them; and that they 


ſhonld loſe their own intereſt were "Roy 
even to attempt it. 
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Ic this be true, as you yourſelf muſt re- 


member, being in the ſame company, if 


not 


Whole woll, as well as yourſelf,” may now 


DEDICATION: 
not within heating, and knowing of the 
intention of the propoſal being to be made; 
and the paper of Mr. Manduit; as pub! 
liſhed in the London Chronicle, being Gen 
for that very purpoſe, that they might at- 
tethpt to get it reſcinded; and which was 
borrowed of you with that intention; the 


judge How little reliafiee cam be Bat upon 
Dr. Price's conjectures or calculations, that 
we night have Bad a rerenue of 400, obe 
ber aum, l ir a proper requiſite had ever 


been ade. Fenn, 
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With great eſteem and regard, . 
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 CURSORY REMARKS 


O N 


Da. PRICEs PAMPHLET, 


As I find Dr. Price's Pamphlet, on the Ame- 
rican Afﬀairs, is thought a maſter piece by the 
party; and as I totally differ with him in the 
main of his arguments, though I agree that the 
ſubject is highly intereſting, and deſerves the moſt 
careful atiention of every Engliſhman ;,”* I have 
taken the liberty to make ſome obſervations upon 
his performance, and to offer them in this ſhape 
to the Public. | | | 

1 ſhall not indeed attempt to follow him 
through ſo wide a field as the doctrine of phyſi- 
cal, moral, and religious liberty, would lead me 
to; nor have I much to object to what he has 
advanced upon theſe heads, but ſhall confine my- 
ſelf to his doctrine about civil and political Li- 
1 B derty, 
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berty, which is, I think, all that is needful for 
the preſent purpoſe. | 

Nor ſhall 1 pretend to go through all that 
Grotius, Puſfendorf, and Locke have advanced 
upon the latter topick ; but I muſt obſerve, that 
in the preſent queſtion, the natural and unaliena- 
ble rights of every man as a member of ſociety, or of 
any civil community, except our own, is little to 
the purpoſe. The Rights and Liberties of every 


member of the Britiſh Conſtitution, as ſettled by 


the glorious Revolution, which has raiſed this 
kingdom to a ſtate of happineſs and proſperity 
unknown to former ages, and made the condi- 
tion of Engliſhmen in every part of the empire, 
the admiration and envy of foreigners, is all that 
1s neceſſary to be conſidered upon this occaſion. 
Yet I will not controvert the poſition. of the 
natural equality -of all mankind, for which he. 
may plead. the authority of Puffendorf, and its 
being a proper baſis for a thorough diſcuſſion of 
ſuch a queſtion to begin with; eſpecially if we 
were to form an idea of a perfect Republic—of 
Plato, or of Sir Thomas Moore's Utopia—or Mr. 
Locke's - but in practice, that of the latter would 
not do in Carolina; and in fact, there never was 
any ſuch ſtate in any part of the globe. 
{ muſt totally differ from him- with regard to 
the miſchiefs of anarchy or deſpotiſm ; and for 
this good reaſons may be given from what is now 


_ paſſing in America, and what he himſelf obſerves 


of the good government of the kingdom of 
France, | A 
All 
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All Governments have been divided by, the 
beſt writers into monarchy, ariſtocracy, or demo- 
cracy, or a mixture of all the three, Ike our 
own, Which has always, hitherto, or till very 
lately, been reckoned the beſt and moſt perfact of 
any in the Univerſe. If it be not wWholly ſo, it is 
human; but if not impeded by the declamations 
of pſeudo Patriots, in and out of the city, it 
will, I hope, ſoon bring itlclt to rights again. 
In a pure monarchy, as that of France has 
been ſuppoſed to be, how juſtly I will not now 
ſtay to enquire, the King repreſents the wiſdom, | 
as well as the power and dignity of the ſtate: but 
in ours, the King's part of the Legiſlature, which 
'comprehends all the wiſdom of the ſtate, . and a 
great part of his power too, has by various cir- 
cumſtances been parted witli to the Lords and 
Commons in Parliament aſſembled, who may 
properly enough be now called joint tenants, or 
tenants in co-parcenery. of the Sovereignty. .,, 
Lord Chief Juſtice Bale fays, that when King 
Edward ſent his writ to the ſheriffs to ſend up two 
or three of the wiſeſt and graveſt men out of each 
county, to conſult de  arduis Regni, nobody 
doubted but it was as good a Parliament as any— 
as full and free a Parliament I think are his words, 
for I have, not the book juſt now by me; but this 
would by no means ſatisty Dr. Price and our mo- 
dern reformers. . However, the preſent Conſtitu- 
tion, as ſettled at the Revolution, which we are 
all bound by our: oaths to defend, has alſo ſettled 
the mode of election, with which we may well 
be contented, and thereunto, I think, every En- 
g B 2 gliſhman, 
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gliſhman, in all parts of the globe, is bound to 
ſubmit. | _ 


l paſs over intirely the ariſtocratical and demo- 


cratical forms of government, as not at all perti- 
nent to the caſe in hand- and ſhall go on with 
the ſtate of the argument, as I left it at the end of 
the laſt paragraph, and beg leave to repeat it, that 
all men who claim the rights and privileges of 
Engliſhmen, in whatever part of the globe they 


may reſide, are obliged to ſubmit to the govern- 


ment eſtabliſhed by the Engliſh Conſtitution; and 


that Government is by King, Lords, and Com- 


mons ; nor does it ſignify how the latter are elec- 
red, or whether they might be better contrived ; 
if that could be done at any time, furely no one 
will judge the preſent to be a proper ſeaſon. 

If the Americans are not ſo bound, and oblig'd 
to ſubmit, they are not our fellow ſubjects, any 
more than the Hanoverians, who are under the 
ſame King, but not under the ſame. Govern- 
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ent.” | 1 
The King's charter cannot exempt them, for he 
has only one third part of the Sovereignty now ; 
and as the Author of the Rights of Great Britain 
„that would de to make a part 


0 in a proper manner, it ſhould be refufed to 
y of the Colonies, in proportion to what they 
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may agree to contribute to the land- tax, as wis 
done by Scotland at the time of the Union. 
And indeed I wiſh that their Governors, Coun- 
cils, and A ſſemblies, or Houfes of Burgeffes, had 
never been called by any other names or titles, than 
Mayors, Aldermen, and Common-Council- Men; 
that they might have better diſcovered the rank 
they really hold in the ſtate; and I hope, when 
things come to be ſettled again, their charters will 
all be recalled, and granted anew in the ſame 
p words as formerly, or at leaſt as that of Virginia, 
the oldeſt of all, but with only that ſtile and ti- 
UE oa LORE bro png 
That the Imperial Sovereignty of the whole 
ought to be, and always did relide in the Legiſſa- 
ture at home, was, I believe, never doubted till 
very lately. © OY OTE eee 
And if it did not, we ſhould be ſo far from be- 
ing one empire, that we ſhould be only 23 or 2 
diſunited Provinces, (and a great many more. i 
we reckon in the Weſt- India Iflands) : and al- 
though each Province might order its own parti- 
cular affairs well enough, as all corporations are 
enabled to raiſe all local taxes hy their charters, as 
highways and bridges, poors rates, watch, and 
ward, hue-and-cry, &c. Yet; in matters of 
war and peace, ſuch as concern the rights always 
heretofore underſtood to be appropriated to the 
Sovereignty, now. by our Conſtitution veſted in 
the Parliament as above obſerved, it would be 
impoſſible ever to get, fo many independant Legif- 
latures to concur im any one point, and ſome 
would contribute their quotas, others not, juſt as 
| the 


1 


the benefits of a ſeparate trade, or the harangues 
of their popular demagogues might incline them 
and the fact is, that in the late war ſome did 
contribute pretty conſiderably, and others did 
not. * * 
But as in any future war we ought to be able to 
make ule of the whole ſtrength of the whole na- 
tion, and as a burgeſs of Virginia, or any other 
vince or colony can only tax his colony for the 
defence thereof, but. not for that of Great Britain 
or Ireland, or any of the iſlands ; who ſhould be 
able, but the Parliament, as the common center 
of union to the whole? | 
Jamaica is an eſtate purchaſed and maintained 
by England, and never coſt any of the Colonies 
on the continent a ſingle ſhilling towards its; ac- 
quiſition, ſupport, or defence, that I know of; 

and yet Virginia, Maryland, Pennſylvania, &c. 
get as much by their trade thither, as the Eng- 
Iſh merchant. What right have they to trade 
thither at all, if not as Engliſhmen? but how 
Engliſhmen, if only under the ſame King, but 
not under the ſame government? Are we to recur 
here to natural rights? Have the Hanoverians any 
right to trade and fit out ſhips thither ro underſell 
the Engliſhman, that pays. not only all the taxes 
upon his conſumptions, as well as the American, 
but alſo the land-tax; and many others which the 
Americans do not pay to at all? 


Algernoon Sydney obſerved, that every En- 
gliſhman had a right to apply for liberty and pro- 
tection to the Lord Chief Juſtice of W 

| | | -_..._ DeRc; 
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Bench; but now, it ſeems, it is a mark of ſlavery 
to be accounted amenable thereunto. 
The Parliament did indeed repay, or give back 
to ſome of the Colonies upon the continent, what 
they judged they had advanced more than their 
proportions in the late war; but was not that an 
act of Sovereignty, as much as any other of thoſe 
complained of? and to ſhew they thought them- 
ſelves the only judges of the quantum, how much 
Great Britain ought to contribute, and how much 
America; and who could tax their fellow ſubjects 
in Great Britain or Jamaica, to contribute to the 
common defence, : but the Parliament? | 
Mr. Grenville reduced the duty on molaſſes 
imported into America from the Weſt-India 
Ilands—is it not as much an act of Sovereignty 
to take off a duty, as to impoſe one ? but this 
was never complained of. e rer 
The Parliament in King Henry's time, though 
very often much too ſubmiſſive, were yet ſo jea- 
lous oſ the little ſhare they had in the power of 
government, that they made an act that all offen- 
ces committed in France, ſhould be triable in 
England, although the King's dominions then 
there were looked upon as patrimonial, or of his 
own demeſne, by the lawyers in general, I think 
however the Parliament conſidered them as Colo- 
nies : but this act, it ſeems now, is a mark of 
ſlavery for the Americans, though made ſo many 
years before we had any ſettlements at all in Ame- 
rica. „ „ ' N | 2 " 4 
The true definition or deſcription of a legal and 
good government, ſeems to me to be, when the 
IF ſtrength 
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defence of America and the Iſlands, 
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ſtrength-of the whole can be applied to the de- 
fence and ſupport of each individual againſt any 
wrongs or injuries that may be offered to him, 
either from domeſtic or foreign invaders, and 
where ALT are juſtly bound to contribute to the 
common defence in fair and equal proportions. 
The doctrine of repreſentation, though advanced 
by Mr. Locke, who was not infallible, never was 
eſtabliſhed in any kingdom; yet will any man 
lay that all the taxes ever levied in any or all the 
kingdoms in the Univerſe that ever have been, 
were nothing but unjuſt and plain robberies, ex- 
cept in our own, and that only in latter ages ? 
Allegiance and protection were always held to. 
be reciprocal—have not the Americans been pro- 
tected by our fleets and armies? and is not the 
debt incurred in the two laſt wars, ken for the 
ill heavy 
upon us? but were not all the Colonies got out of 
the debt incurred by them, or nearly ſo? I ſpeak 
only now of the Colonies on the Continent, which 
I do know ſomething of: as for the Iſlands, I 


know nothing either of their debts or contribu- 


tions. REEL 1 8 
Does Dr. Price really think if an American 

revenue could ever be procured by the King, not 

ſubject to the controul of Parliament, that the 


liberties of Great Britain, in future times, would 


be as ſafe as at preſent.; eſpecially, when we have 
fuch watchful guardians to look after them as 
Meſſrs. W—k—s, F—x, B. and B. &c. &c. &c? 
What is the uſe of Liberty, when a man has 
no property left, as is the caſe of moſt 95 54 
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fellow ſubjects in America, . who had any hereto- 


fore, when a paper currency, not worth a farthing, 
is crammed. down, their: throats, under pain of be- 


ing tarred and feathered, claimed to a Negro day 


and night, or immediate death, by a halter or 
bayonet? 


Does not the Doctor know that the Boſtonians 
have often refuſed to make proviſion for the civil 
Government, as well as other Colonies, though 

ſome, as Virginia more eſpecially, have done it 
. very honourably ? 


Does not the Dofinekoow that the Rebels, in 
the year 1743, were tried in Middleſex and Sur- 
ry, and other counties, and not by a jury of their 
ewn neighbourhood, where born, or even of the 


places where . were taken, or committed the 
facts ; +; * 0 


Are not moſt of the Colonics holden, as of the 
manor of Eaſt Greenwich, in Kent ; and would 
nor twelve freeholders of that county, or hundred, 
be a jury of the vicinage ? 


Are. all Engliſhmen to be ſuſpected, not only 
of partiality, but of perjury—and bribery muſt 
be put, to be ſure, into the bargain ? 


Does not the Doctor know, that if the Boſto- 
nians had made ſatisfaction for the tea deſtroyed, 
the act to ſtop up their port, had never taken 
place; nor the others probably been made that 
are complained of? And is it not uſual for the 
\ county to make good all damages occaſioned by 
Hes =o publick 
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publick riots in England, if the offenders are not 
brought to juſtice by that county? 
I purpoſely paſs over the cate of Ireland; but 
if the conqueſt of lands can never confer any 
rights, I would adviſe the gentlemen who are poſ- 
ſeſſed of lands there, under grants of King Wil- 
liam and Mary, or Queen Anne, to conſider 
whether they are not bound in conſciente to re- 
ſtore them to the natural and unalienable rights 
of the miſerable Popiſh fiatives - but I fancy few 
of the Proteſtant patriotick declaimers in their 

Houſe of Commons, will ever come into it. 
But I deny that the lands of any of the Ame- 
rican Colonies were obtained by fair purchafe from 
the natives, except thoſe of Pennſylvania, unleſs 
fince the beginning of the war before laſt, "when 
the Indians on our fide, who joined us againſt the 
French and their Indians, had Tomething like a 
., compenſation for their newly ceded boundaries, if 
ſuch paltry, prices as have been uſually allowed 
them can with any propriety or truth, be called 

with any thing like a compenſation. __ 

I Thecaſe 4 a free country branching itſelf out, 


* 


| &c. is indeed new, but the ingratitude of one 
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country to another is not at all new to Great Bri- 


tain. Hbw many millions of money, and how 
| | | many 


* ud cafe of a Free druntty branchiag jtfelf out in the 

manner Britain has done, and ſending to a diſtant world, 

Colonies which, have there, ſtom ſmall beginnings, and under 

. free legiſlatures of their own, increaſed, and formed a body 
of powerſul ſtates likely ſoon to become ſuperior to the parent 
ſtate, —This is a caſe which is new in the hiftory of man- 
kind.” See Dr. Price's Obſervations, p. 33. 


11 3 
many lives did not this Kingdom expend, in the 
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&« Why did you conguer us if you can't gbvern us! 
is of long ſtanding in the world; and may ſerve 
to ſhew that the ſcheme of the truly reverend, hu- 
mane, and, candid Dr. Tucker (though ſo much 
abuſed by the foul-mouth'd voice of party) de- 
ſerves well to be conſidered, and is, as well as 
the author, worthy of muck regard. 
The conceit that a kingdom can never profit 
by trade with a country they may have conquered, 
is howeyer very new indeed, and that the con- 
quered country is immediately intitled to all the 
Privileges of the conquerors, and to be free of all 
taxes, unleſs impoſed by their own conſent, would 
be alſo very new indeed, every Where, except in 
England—unleſs perhaps in Ireland, 
© A real conſent, by a real repreſentation, never 
was obtained in any kingdom under the ſun, and 
a virtual repreſentation, though indeed the true 
genius of the Engliſh government, the Americans 
will not hear of—an executor is the repreſentative 
of a dead man; an aſſignee of a bankrupt is a 
repreſentative of a 31 one, much againſt his 
will; but pray can Dr. P. ſhew me any old Law- 
. 3 — 197 4 | * 4 RI SILF:1 3 - 
OT C 2 book, 
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book, wherein the Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
geſſes, aſſembled in Parliament, are authentically 
called Repreſentatives? Would not they, and 
indeed the whole Parliament, be more properly 
called Truſtees and Guardians of the Liberties 
and Properties of Engliſhmen all over the globe ? 
for I believe it will be univerſally allowed, that 
when any member is choſen into the Houſe of 
Commons, he is not to regard only the intereſts 
of a paltry borough, or even of a whole county, 
but is to look upon himſelf as the guardian of all 
Engliſhmen, of their lives, liberties, and proper- 
ties in Eaſt or Weſt Indies, Africa, and Europe 
nay even in France, or Spain, or Italy, and to re- 
renge them if ill uſed, though out of the King' 5 
dominion. 

But pray what are the benefits that Dr. Price in- 
ſinuates Hanover his received from us the de- 
priving them of the pleaſure of having their own 
Princes living amongſt them and when they 
were attacked by the French upon account of 
our American quarrel with France, in which they 
had not the leaſt concern; did we aſſiſt them 
more than the Heſſians, or our allies who had not 
the ſame ſovereign? The Bavarians and Saxons 
have had ſubſidies formerly from us—and the 
Danes likewiſe—and when they kept a body of 
troops, as ſtipulated by the agreements reſpective- 
ly made with them, and the money was paid, and 
the war ended, the obligations were not ſuppoſed 
to be very great on either ſide—but the Ameri- 
cans are indebted to us, for every acre of land 


thex 


Ew] 

they poſſeſs, for every houſe now left ſtanding, 
which, if we had not preferved and defended for 
them in the laſt war, at ſuch an immenſe expence, 
had been long ago taken from them by the King 
of France—as we at length took Canada from 
him—but I fancy they would hardly have found 
a French government as mild and gentle as the 
Canadians have found ours-—where is Gratitude ? 
has it really with Aſtrcea left this earth? 
The argument, that if a government has a 
right to levy any taxes, or to take any part of a 
man's property, without his conſent—it may take 
the whole, is ſo childiſh—that if it had not been 
ſo often repeated by writers on both ſides the At- 
lantic, it had been hardly worth while to take any 
notice of it—for the conſequence. muſt be that no 
| Legiſlature can juſtly levy any taxes at all, If 
the Parliament at home were to take the whole, 
and leave no man any thing he could call bis own, I 
fancy few of us at home would bear it ; or not 
think it an intolerable impoſition, (though for- 
merly the loyalty of the good people at Totneſs 
carried them in an addreſs to 'allow the King 
twenty fhillings in the pound, and more, as I re- 
member). This argument, therefore, being ap- 
plied to our own caſe at home, ſhews its extreme 
futility, and I need not waſte more time or words 

upon it, 3 | | 
As to their becoming equal to us, it may be ſo in 
an hundred or a thouſand years hence—and then ir 
will be timeenough to conſider farther of this part 
of the argument—nothing can be more uncertain 
than the gueſſes and reveries of political writers 
by 89 
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upon. theſe ſubjects, which they call calcula- 


tions. 

But have they not helped us to ſupport our 
poor, to pay our debts, &c. ? (ſee page 38) If. 
we are, indeed fellow ſubjects, and one kingdom 
or empire, as I contend our pgor are their poor 
Hand our debts ought to be their debts.— And I 
muſt again repeat it, that our debts in this part of 
the empire, were wholly incurred in their * 
on that ſide the Atlantic; but as to takin 
commodities at our own price, I deſire to | Lox 


if they have paid any price at all for the laſt three 


millions-worth of goods ſent from England? and 
if that may not be ſalpedted to be one of the real 
cauſes of "EY quarrelling with us? By our 
merchants having given them ſuch enormous and 
fo long credits, as well as the Portugueſe, I am 
afraid they will be. a{5-ridden with their own mo- 
ney.z and at laſt they. may perhaps loſe both the 
Portugal and American trade. And alſo, I de- 
fire to know if they have ever forborn, or miſſed 
any opportunity they could get, to ſmuggle. in 
tea, 'and all other commodities, into Boſton, and 
the other provinces, whenever they could get 
them cheaper from any other country? 

- But have we on this ſide the Atlantic ſubmitted 
to no reſtraints in their trade? Yes ſurely l to 
the full as great and important yes, greater and 
more important than theirs. Did we not prohi- 
bit the planting tobacco in England ? and was 


not the liberty of an Engliſh freeholder to do what 
he would with his own landed property, as ſacred 


as theirs? Do we not ſubmit to buy gy only 
t from 
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from our own Colonies,” although we could have 
it for half the price from the French Iſlands? and 
is it not very important to the Americans, that 
ve ſhould do ſo? Is not the high prices they get 
from our iflands (ſettled and maintained, as I ob- 
ſerved before, at our expence, not theirs, if we 
muſt be conſidered throughout, as they are in the 
Doctor's book, as diſtinct and independant Le- 
giſlatures) for their proviſions, &c. the principal 
means of their being able to pay us large ballan- 
ces, as it is pretended they do? 1 
Of this, however, I muſt beg leave to doubt; I 
think it impoſſible that any country that has no 
gold or filver mines, can pay ſuch ballances as are 
ptetended to by Dr. Price's Calculations and” I 
was informed by a friend Who was at New-York 
and in Virginia, ſome years ago, that upon view- 
ing the difference between their old buildings and 
their new ones, their old and modern furniture, 
and the immenſe increaſe in the number of wheel 
- Earriages, and horſes now kept amongſt them, 
above what they had formerly, that he was ver 
ſure the whole of their profits (as has often too 
been pretended, and alledged by them, or at leaſt 
by many of them) did not centre in Great Bri- 
tain; but that ſome ſtuck by their fingers in the 
* Way; and indeed it is but reaſonable it ſhould; 
and I think it the height of abſurdity to ſuppoſe 


it ſhould not. 


But 'moreover the ſame gentleman informed 
me, that ſome of the moſt conſiderable and ſenſi- 

ble merchants, and others among them, were can- 
did enough to own, and confeſs to him; that they 
NTT rs believed 
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believed the ballance of trade was in their favour 
and this was further verified by calculations in 
Virginia, which were publickly printed—of this 
he would make oath, if neceſſary and if they can 
build ſhips faſter and cheaper in Philadelphia, as 
Mr. Penn affirined in his late examination at the 
bar of the Houſe of Lords, I leave any gentle- 
man to judge what muſt be the ſituation of our 
trade and naval power in fifty or one hundred 
years, ſhquld they be emancipated from taxation 
by our Parliament. And I have heard that at 
Boſton and Salem, and thereabouts, they alſo can 
build fhips, and catch fiſh much cheaper than an 
Engliſhman can from Devonſhire, or any part of 
Great Britain What then can be our caſe at 
home hereafter ? or how can we ever pay off our 
_ debts, (incurred in the laſt war, as they had near- 
ly done theirs) or which may be incurred by this 
rebellion, if we can't make them contribute to our 
taxes, but by the courſe of trade? which trade, 
after all, may turn out to have the ballance 

_ againſt us. 25 
The Doctor, however, has plainly pointed out 
to us one fund, whereby we may, and I hope 
ſnall, ſave a large ſum to the publick revenue in 
England hereafter, viz. in never more ſending 
them any armies or fleets for their defence, unleſs 
paid for it; and the ſame thing is likewiſe to be 
faid upon their civil eſtabliſhments, forts, and caſ- 
tles, and their repairs, guns, ammunition, &c. 
all which I heartily concur with him, that we 
ought never to ſend to, or interfere with them, 
. _ unleſs deſired by themſelves, and paid for by 
themſelves 


Cc: 17, J 
themſelves too—except a few light frigates, and 
ſmall ſchooner to prevent their ſmuggling, and 
oblige them to keep to the act of navigation, and 
to protect their fiſhery, and our own. 

And I will here take leave to add, that all the 
bounties hitherto granted them may well be ſaved 
likewiſe : if their trade has increaſed fo rapidly, 
they may well do without them ; and it is well 
enough able ſurely to ſtand upon its own legs, 
eſpecially if we continue to defend the Sugar 
iſlands ſolely at our own expence; and yet con- 
tinue to them their monopoly of the Sugar trade, 
by not ſuffering our fellow ſubjects at home to 
have a free trade therein, but confining them to 
buy only of our fellow ſubje&s (as long as they 
chooſe to continue ſo) in our own ſugar iſlands, 
whereby, as I have already proved, the Americans 
muſt be much more rapidly enriched than our- 
ſelves. F | 

I muſt further beg leave to aſſure the Doctor, 
that. our lands at home are not riſen to double the 
rents they were at twenty years ago, nor any thing 
like it. I believe I am as old as the Doctor; but 
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ſing his rents, and perhaps a little while before 
his leaſes may expire, two or three plentiful 
crops of corn and hay, may reduce the price of 
proviſions again, ſo that he cannot raiſe them at 
all. 

Yet I muſt acknowledge that it is well known 
that Lord North would fain have had the land- 
tax continued at four ſhillings in the pound; and 
that Lord Bute (for why ſhould I fear to do juſ- 
tice to a much-injured character ?); would fain have 
reduced the high ſalaries and expences of govern- 
ment; but it is as well known that neither of 
them could ſucceed in ſuch their deſigns; ſo far is 
it from being true, that an honeſt Miniſter will 
always endear himſelf to the people, or gain their 
confidence, as the Doctor has ſuppoſed ; though I 
muſt alſo acknowledge, that I believe it greatly 
owing to the factious deſigns and aims of ambiti- 
ous and intereſted men; and thoſe popular dema- 
gogues, to whoſe arts and ſpeeches may moſt 
truly be charged all the waſte of blood and trea- 
ſure that mult neceſſarily now be expended be- 
fore we can put an end to this moſt juſtly to be 
lamented, as well as deteſted American rebel - 
lion. 

I heartily concur with the Docter, that it is 
high time ſor the government to interfere, and to 
put a ſtop to the enormities committed in the Eaſt 
Indies, which, according to my principles, they 
have an undoubted right to do; but I do not ſee 
how they have any right, or even any poſſibility 
of doing it, according to the DoRor's ſyſtem, 

and the principles he maintains; for ſuppoſe, if 
even 
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even we were to ſend any troops and ſhips to re- 
inſtate or puniſh our fellow ſubjects there, amena- 
ble to the ſame laws in the King's court at home, 
&c. eſpecially to the high court of parliament, 
which by the Kipg's charter they cannot be ex- 
empted from, and which courts have power to 
vacate any charters, if abuſed, (before 1780, or 
at any time) as I contend z but by Dr. Price's 


ſyſtem, if Engliſhmen already landed there, or 


our own ſoldiers and ſailors as ſoon as landed, 
ſhould think fit to make uſe of the rights, which 
the Doctor contends are the natural and unalie- 


nable rights of all mankind, to chuſe themſelves _ 


a new form of government, and will no longer 


have our King and parliament for their repreſenta- 


tives, how can we help it, according to Dr. Price's 
ſyſtem, I aſk once more? - By the bye, is not the 
King and Upper Houle a part of the repreſenta- 
tive? King James the Firſt told both Houſes, 
when joincly before him, that they did, as in a 
mirror, repreſent his love and affection to his peo- 
ple, and their grievances, if any they had, to him 
which is the firſt time I remember to have ſeen 
the Parliament called a Repreſentative in our hiſ- 

tory. 
How the King's tenants were firſt enfranchiſed, 
and enabled to tend members or burgeſſes to par- 
liament, and the Baron's tenants ſlowly and long 
afterwards, I beg leave to refer the Doctor to 
Lord Chief Juſtice Hale's hiſtory or Robert- 
ſon's, for farther ſatisfaction. I cannot help here 
taking notice, that the Monthly Reviewers, 
though ſo ſcandalouſly partial to the American 
| is ide, 
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ſide, that I cannot expect their good word for this 
my work—have not themſelves been able to re- 
frain from objecting to Dr. Price's charging all 
thoſe who are for quelling the preſent rebellion ih 
America quickly and by force, to be men that de- 
light in blood, as being moſt unjuſt and unchari- 
table I hope I am as ſincere a lover of civil and 
religious Tiberty, and of true Chriſtianity, as the 
Doctor; yet I truſt we are not ſo ſunk in luxury 
and effeminacy, Gnce the laſt war, as to think the 
loſs of ſome hundreds, or a few thouſands in bat- 
tle, can be abſulute ruin to this nation, and to- 
rally inconſiſtent with religion or humanity, 
I will here juſt take the liberty to hint to the 
aforeſaid reviewers, that if they don't know what 
googiog or gouging is, viz, the tearing a man's 
eyes cut of their ſockets with the thumb nails, 
they may conſult the Virginia laws in one volume 
folio, printed by William Rind, by authority of 
the Houſe of Burgeſſes, where they will find it 
to be made a capital crime, and to be puniſhed 
with death. 
And 1 alfo beg leave to ſuggeſt to them, that 
by leaving out the exordium of Lord Matisield's 
ſpeech, they have very unfairly miſrepreſented it 
—for his Lordſhip affirmed he did not doubt that 
they ought of right to be ſubject to our laws and 
legiſlature, in which I am heartily glad of the 
concurrence of ſo able a lawyer, and fo good a 
judge; but added, if we were to grant or ſup- 
ole for a moment, that they were independant 
ns, or had a right to reſiſt us: he ob- 
ferved, they had now declared war againſt us, and 
proclaimed, 
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proclaimed, by an act of their own Congreſs, or 
newly found out Repreſentatives, againſt whom 
no man muſt dare to vote or ſpeak, or write, or 
print, under pain of death, and having his houſe 
burnt to the ground: that they had, | ſay, enac- 
ted, or declared war firſt againſt us, and publiſh- 
ed how ſhips taken from us ſhould be condemn'd, 
and the prizes divided ; and ſhould we not declare 
the like of them? 

I appeal in this caſe to the feelings of every 
Engliſhman, whether ſoldier or ſailor, layman 
or clergyman, except Dr. Price's party. 


I refer thoſe who doubt, if they are aiming at 


independance, not only to Mr. Montcalm's book, 
but to Mr. Jefferſon's, as publiſhed in Virginia. 
If the French or Spaniards have ſent any emiſ- 
faries among them, or to their Congreſs, or any 
other foreign powers, I hope Engliſhmen bave 
ſtill ſpirit: enough to withſtand them, either on 
that ſide the Atlantic, or on this: and I hope, as 
our fleet is in ſo good forwardneſs, and our militia 
is to be embodied, by God's bleſſing on the juſ- 
tice of our cauſe, and the prudence of the mea- 
ſures putſued by the government, we need not 
doubt of ſucceſs. 7 10-50 | 
The Doctor has, I think, moſt profanely miſ- 
applied our Lord and Saviour's laſt words before 
His death : but I will help him to another text, 
which I think it would be very proper for their 
preachers to take and to preach upon at their next 
faſt day, viz. 38th chapter of the prophet Iſaiah, 


verſe the 4th.—Bebold' ye faſt for ſtrife, and debate 


and do [mite with the fiſt of wickedneſs, &c; Wilt 
| : thou 
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thou call this a. faſt, and an acceptable day unto. the 
Lord? And alſo, I will help him to a reaſon why 
I preſume our governors: have not appointed a faſt 
day at home, viz. becauſe our Jaws have no power 
to inforce it to be obſerved. properly z and it is 
moſt probable, | if appointed, it would not have 
been lo the Quakers, and other Sectaries alſo 
have a diſlike to fuch proclamations; and we fee 
how few even of our own clergy read the prayer 
againſt war and tumults, which, ſince. the decla- 
ration proclaiming them | Rebels, 1 think they 
ought to. do. 

E have purpoſely weten to the laſt place, the 
canſide tation of the 400, oool. per annum, which 
the Doctor takes credit for, as if it was in the 
Exchequer; and which, he ſays, we might have 
had from America; not only becauſe. I do not 
believe we ſhould ever have had a ſingle ſhilling 
from thence, bur becauſe the gentleman: former- 
ly mentioned to have had my intelligence from, 
told me he could not ever ſee the leaſt probability 
of any ſuch thing; on the contrary, that it was 
known at New York; that the carmen and por- 
ters. there could never have been ſtirred up to be 
ſo riotous in the time of the Stamp Act, if they 
had not been artfully perſuaded that there would 
not be ſilver enough left in the country to coin 
a ſingle ſixpence; and yet one hundred and fifty 
thouſand pounds per annum was all that it was 
ever ſuppoſed would be raiſed by it, and that all 
to have been again expended amongſt them, and 
above as much more every year from Great Bri- 
"tain; and alſo becauſe it is now well known that a 
whole year before the paſſing the Stamp AR, that 

tru! 
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truly honourable and patriotick miniſter, the late 
Mr. Grenville, procured the agents from all the 


colonies to write to their reſpective principals to 
know what they would propoſe to contribute, and 


in what manner; both the quantum and mode of 


railing was then intended to be left to themſelves 
—which is all they pretend now to require : 


but they all refuſed or neglected to vote any thing 


to be granted at all; and many I believe never ſo 
much as deliberated upon it, or took it into any 
publick conſideration at all : but the Anſwer of 
the Houſe of Aſſembly at Boſton, whereby they 


abſolutely refuſed to grant any thing at all, was 


long ago printed and publiſhed in the London 
Chronicle by Mr. Mauduit, whoſe truth I think 
nobody doubts z but if neither that, nor what has 
been alſo publiſhed in Mr. Dickenſon's Farmer's 
Letters, Mr. Jefferſon's Pamphlet, publiſhed in 
Virginia, and which they pretended to call their 
Bill of Rights, and what Mr. Penn affirmed be- 
fore the Houſe of Lords, relating to the reſolu- 
tions of Penſylvania, and I believe I may truly 
ſay of all America, to grant no public revenue at 
all, no, not even to the Civil Liſt, notwithſtand- 
ing they pretend a mighty regard to the King, 
though not to the Legiſlature; if all this, I ſay, 
will not convince Dr. Price of there being no 
hopes to get this 400, ooo l. Revenue from thence, 
I muſt even leave him to his own credulity or ra- 
ther infatuation, or reſolution to believe or diſbe- 


lieve any thing, juſt as may ſuit his own Party, 


and make his name famous among Liverymen 
and Common-Councilmen, 
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